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Current Position

Associate Director & Research Associate Professor 2025�Present
Agricultural Risk Policy Center, North Dakota State University Fargo, ND

� Direct research teams and lead multi-disciplinary projects across markets, trade disruptions,
and farm safety net policy

� Design and execute ex-ante policy evaluations and deliver rapid, evidence-based analyses
responsive to emerging policy issues

� Lead policy outreach and engagement with Congressional, Federal, and industry stakehold-
ers, translating complex analyses into actionable insights

� Serve as policy advisor to Hill sta�ers on agricultural trade, tari�s, and farm program design

� Co-author and supervise development of ARPC policy briefs, research reports, and analytical
products

� Oversee NDSU Agricultural Trade Monitor publication and content strategy

Education

Ph.D. in Economics 2012
University of Hawaii at Manoa Honolulu, HI

B.A. in Economics 2004
University of Hawaii at Manoa Honolulu, HI

Professional Experience

Senior Economist, GS-15 February 2019�Present
O�ce of the Chief Economist, USDA Washington, D.C.

Economist, GS-14 December 2017�January 2019
O�ce of the Chief Economist, USDA Washington, D.C.

Director of Agricultural A�airs (Detailee) November 2016�July 2017
United States Trade Representative Washington, D.C.
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Trade Economist, GS-13 October 2015�November 2017
Economic Research Service, USDA Washington, D.C.

Trade Economist, GS-12 July 2013�September 2015
Economic Research Service, USDA Washington, D.C.

Selected Honors and Awards

� USDA Economist of the Year, 2022

� Secretary's Honor Award (Department's highest award), USDA, 2020
For economic analysis related to Pandemic Aid

� Secretary's Honor Award (Department's highest award), USDA, 2019
For economic analysis related to Trade Assistance Programs

� John Lee Award, USDA Economist Group, 2019

� Helios Award, Economic Research Service, USDA, 2015
Highest Agency award for Economic Research Service

Peer-Reviewed Publications

Saitone, T.L., Schaefer, A., Scheitrum, D., Arita, S., Breneman, V., & Boehm, R.N. (2025).
Consolidation, productivity, and downstream prices in the US poultry industry. Agricultural
and Resource Economics Review, 54(1), 157�178. doi:10.1017/age.2025.15

Adenauer, M., Adjemian, M.K., Arita, S., Brorsen, W., Cooper, J., Goh, G., Karali, B., Mallory,
M.L., Thompson, W., & Yu, J. (2025). Impacts of unilateral US carbon policies on agri-
cultural sector greenhouse gas emissions and commodity markets. Environmental Research
Letters, 20(2), 024022. doi:10.1088/1748-9326/ada2ac

Tack, J.B., Ala-Kokko, K., Gardner, G.E., Breneman, V., Arita, S., & Cooper, J. (2025). Climate-
based measures of supply chain resilience. Agricultural Finance Review. doi:10.1108/AFR-
03-2024-0054

Dong, F., Beckman, J., & Arita, S. (2025). Unraveling demand and supply shocks in the US
nitrogen market. Applied Economic Perspectives and Policy. doi:10.1002/aepp.70004

Adjemian, M.K., Arita, S., Meyer, S., & Salin, D. (2024). Factors a�ecting recent food price
in�ation in the United States. Applied Economic Perspectives and Policy, 46(2), 648�676.
doi:10.1002/aepp.13378

Villoria, N.B., Arita, S., & Sydow, S. (2024). The roles of agricultural trade and trade policy in
climate change adaptation and mitigation. Environmental Research: Food Systems, 1(2),
022002. doi:10.1088/2976-601X/ad5bec

Saitone, T.L., Schaefer, K.A., Scheitrum, D., Arita, S., Breneman, V., Nemec Boehm, R., &
Maples, J.G. (2024). Consolidation and concentration in US meat processing: Updated mea-
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sures using plant-level data. Review of Industrial Organization, 64(1), 35�56. doi:10.1007/s11151-
023-09941-0

Çak�r, M., Pérez, A.M.,Arita, S., Cooper, J., & Boehm, R.N. (2024). Perspectives on high US retail
food prices during 2020�2022. Food Policy, 129, 102765. doi:10.1016/j.foodpol.2024.102765

Cooper, J., Breneman, V., Ma, M., Lusk, J.L., Maples, J.G., & Arita, S. (2023). Econometric as-
sessment of the e�ects of COVID-19 outbreaks on US meat production and plant utilization
with plant-level data. Food Policy, 119, 102522. doi:10.1016/j.foodpol.2023.102522

McLaughlin, P.W., Stevens, A., Arita, S., & Dong, X. (2023). Stocking up and stocking out: Food
retail stock-outs, consumer demand, and prices during the COVID-19 pandemic in 2020.
Applied Economic Perspectives and Policy, 45(3), 1618�1633. doi:10.1002/aepp.13362

Grant, J., Arita, S., Xie, C., & Sydow, S. (2023). Russia's Invasion of Ukraine: The war's initial
impacts on agricultural trade. Choices, 38(2), 1�13.

Grant, J., Arita, S., & Thompson, W. (2023). Theme overview: Turmoil in global food, agricul-
tural, and input markets. Choices, 38(2).

Arita, S., Grant, J., Sydow, S., & Beckman, J. (2022). Has global agricultural trade been resilient
under coronavirus (COVID-19)? Findings from an econometric assessment of 2020. Food

Policy, 107, 102204. doi:10.1016/j.foodpol.2021.102204

Beckman, J., Ivanic, M., Jelli�e, J., & Arita, S. (2022). Adopt or not adopt? Mirror clauses and
the European Green Deal. Applied Economic Perspectives and Policy, 44(4), 2014�2033.
doi:10.1002/aepp.13317

Khan, S.S., Arita, S., Howitt, R., & Leung, P. (2022). Evaluating change in property tax regime
on noncommercial food production using a modi�ed positive mathematical programming
model. SN Business & Economics, 2(9), 121. doi:10.1007/s43546-022-00285-4

Beckman, J., Bur�sher, M., Mitchell, L., & Arita, S. (2021). Hidden obstacles to trade: The
case of the EU's ban on beef hormones. Journal of Policy Modeling, 43(6), 1332�1343.
doi:10.1016/j.jpolmod.2021.03.005

Grant, J.H., Arita, S., Emlinger, C., Johansson, R., & Xie, C. (2021). Agricultural exports and
retaliatory trade actions: An empirical assessment of the 2018/2019 trade con�ict. Applied
Economic Perspectives and Policy, 43(2), 619�640. doi:10.1002/aepp.13138

Arita, S., Grant, J., & Sydow, S. (2021). Has COVID-19 caused a great trade collapse? An initial
ex post assessment. Choices, 36(3), 1�10.

Khan, S.S., Arita, S., Howitt, R., & Leung, P. (2019). A calibrated model of local food system of
Hawaii: What are the economic implications of the state's food goals and policies? Natural

Resource Modeling, 32(1), e12196. doi:10.1111/nrm.12196

Arita, S., Beckman, J., & Mitchell, L. (2017). Reducing transatlantic barriers on US-EU agri-food
trade: What are the possible gains? Food Policy, 68, 233�247. doi:10.1016/j.foodpol.2016.12.006
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Barnes, M.L., Arita, S., Kalberg, K., & Leung, P. (2017). When does it pay to cooperate?
Strategic information exchange in the harvest of common-pool �shery resources. Ecological
Economics, 131, 1�11. doi:10.1016/j.ecolecon.2016.08.005

Beckman, J., & Arita, S. (2017). Modeling the interplay between sanitary and phytosanitary
measures and tari�-rate quotas under partial trade liberalization. American Journal of

Agricultural Economics, 99(4), 1078�1095. doi:10.1093/ajae/aaw056

Tanaka, K., & Arita, S. (2016). Does policy reform promote FDI in developing economies?
A �rm-level simulation approach. Journal of Economic Policy Reform, 19(3), 281�304.
doi:10.1080/17487870.2015.1100083

Tanaka, K., & Arita, S. (2016). The impact of regional investment liberalization on foreign direct
investment: A �rm-level simulation assessment. Japan and the World Economy, 37, 17�26.
doi:10.1016/j.japwor.2016.02.001

Barnes-Mauthe, M., Gray, S.A.,Arita, S., Lynham, J., & Leung, P. (2015). What determines social
capital in a social-ecological system? Insights from a network perspective. Environmental

Management, 55(2), 392�410. doi:10.1007/s00267-014-0395-7

Heerman, K.E.R., Arita, S., & Gopinath, M. (2015). Asia-Paci�c integration with China ver-
sus the United States: Examining trade patterns under heterogeneous agricultural sectors.
American Journal of Agricultural Economics, 97(5), 1324�1344. doi:10.1093/ajae/aav038

Arita, S., & Tanaka, K. (2014). Heterogeneous multinational �rms and productivity gains from
falling FDI barriers. Review of World Economics, 150(1), 83�113. doi:10.1007/s10290-013-
0174-1

Arita, S., & Leung, P. (2014). A technical e�ciency analysis of Hawaii's aquaculture industry.
Journal of the World Aquaculture Society, 45(3), 312�321. doi:10.1111/jwas.12120

Arita, S., La Croix, S., & Edmonds, C. (2014). E�ect of Approved Destination Status on Mainland
Chinese travel abroad. Asian Economic Journal, 28(3), 217�237. doi:10.1111/asej.12036

Arita, S., Hemanchandra, D., & Leung, P. (2014). Can local farms survive globalization? Agricul-

tural and Resource Economics Review, 43(2), 227�248. doi:10.22004/ag.econ.182641

Barnes-Mauthe, M., Arita, S., Allen, S.D., Gray, S.A., & Leung, P. (2013). The in�uence of ethnic
diversity on social network structure in a common-pool resource system: Implications for
collaborative management. Ecology and Society, 18(1). doi:10.5751/ES-05295-180123

Naomasa, E., Arita, S., Tamaru, C., & Leung, P. (2013). Assessing Hawaii's aquaculture farm and
industry performance. Aquaculture Economics & Management, 17(2), 184�207. doi:10.1080/13657305.2013.772262

Arita, S., Pan, M., Hospital, J., & Leung, P. (2013). The distributive economic impacts of Hawaii's
commercial �shery: A SAM analysis. Fisheries Research, 145, 82�89. doi:10.1016/j.�shres.2013.02.005

Arita, S. (2013). Do emerging multinational enterprises possess South-South FDI advantages?
International Journal of Emerging Markets, 8(4), 329�353. doi:10.1108/IJoEM-Mar-2011-
0033
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Arita, S., Edmonds, C., La Croix, S., & Mak, J. (2011). Impact of Approved Destination Status
on Chinese travel abroad: An econometric analysis. Tourism Economics, 17(5), 983�996.
doi:10.5367/te.2011.0073

Government Reports

Hawkins, H., Arita, S., & Meyer, S. (2024). Proposition 12 pork retail price impacts on California
consumers. Giannini Foundation of Agricultural Economics, UC Berkeley.

Swanson, A., Arita, S., & Cooper, J. (2024). Controversies surrounding US imports of used cooking
oil for biofuel production. ARE Update, 28(2), 1�5.

Beckman, J., Gale, F., Morgan, S., Sabala, E., Ufer, D.J., Valcu-Lisman, A., Zeng, W., & Arita, S.
(2022). China's import potential for beef, corn, pork, and wheat. USDA Economic Research

Service.

Morgan, S., Arita, S., Beckman, J., Ahsan, S., Russell, D., Jarrell, P., & Kenner, B. (2022). The
economic impacts of retaliatory tari�s on US agriculture. USDA Economic Research Service.

Pan, M., Arita, S., & Bigelow, K. (2017). Cost-earnings study of the American Samoa longline
�shery. NOAA Paci�c Islands Fisheries Science Center.

Arita, S., Beckman, J., & Mitchell, L. (2016). Sanitary and phytosanitary measures and technical
barriers to trade: How much do they impact US-EU agricultural trade? Amber Waves,
USDA ERS.

Arita, S., Mitchell, L., & Beckman, J. (2015). Estimating the e�ects of selected sanitary and
phytosanitary measures and technical barriers to trade on U.S.-EU agricultural trade. USDA
Economic Research Service, ERR-199.

Arita, S., Mitchell, L., Bur�sher, M.E., & Beckman, J. (2015). Agriculture in the Transat-
lantic Trade and Investment Partnership: Tari�s, tari�-rate quotas, and non-tari� measures.
USDA Economic Research Service, ERR-198.

Arita, S., Dyck, J., & Marquardt, D. (2015). Japan, Vietnam, and the Asian model of agricultural
development and trade. Amber Waves, USDA ERS.

Wainio, J., Dyck, J., Meade, B., Mitchell, L., Zahniser, S., Arita, S., & Beckman, J. (2014).
Agriculture in the Trans-Paci�c Partnership. USDA Economic Research Service, ERR-176.

Dyck, J., & Arita, S. (2014). Japan's agri-food sector and the Trans-Paci�c Partnership. USDA
Economic Research Service, EIB-129.

Arita, S., Beckman, J., Kuberka, L., & Melton, A. (2014). Sanitary and phytosanitary measures
and tari�-rate quotas for US meat exports to the EU. USDA Economic Research Service,
LDPM-245-01.

Arita, S., & Pan, M. (2013). Cost-earnings study of the American Samoa longline �shery based
on vessel operations in 2009. NOAA PIFSC, WP-13-009.

Arita, S. (2011). Contribution, linkages and impacts of the �sheries sector to Hawaii's economy:
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A social accounting matrix analysis. JIMAR.

Parcon, H., Arita, S., Loke, M., & Leung, P. (2011). A comparison of agricultural input prices:
Hawaii vs. its major competitors. University of Hawaii.

Policy Outreach & Extension Publications

Zhang, Y., Keller, A., Arita, S., & Steinbach, S. (2026). Real subsidy, imagined harvest: Timing,
frictions, and the myth of Livestock Risk Protection arbitrage. ARPC Working Paper 2026-
01, 2�65.

Tsiboe, F., Chakravorty, R., Turner, D., Arita, S., & Zhao, H. (2026). Prevented planting buy-up
elimination and what the evidence indicates about adoption, actuarial performance, and
pre-planting risk management options for farmers. ARPC White Paper 2026-02, 1�25.

Arita, S., Chakravorty, R., Kim, J., Lwin, W.Y., Steinbach, S., Wang, M., & Zhuang, X. (2026).
IEEPA fertilizer tari�s: Revenue, relief, and pass-through. NDSU Agricultural Trade Mon-

itor 2026-01, 1�36.

Turner, D., Tsiboe, F., Arita, S., & Steinbach, S. (2025). Analysis of the US sugar safety net and
a potential sugar beet revenue protection program. ARPC Report.

Kim, J., Gammans, M., Arita, S., & Steinbach, S. (2025). Assessing the potential costs to agri-
cultural exporters of Section 301 Annex 1 and 2 fees. ARPC White Paper 2025-02.

Zhang, Y., Arita, S., & Turner, D. (2025). 2025 Farm Bridge Assistance Program payment guessti-
mate rates. ARPC Brief 2025-17, 1�5.

Chakravorty, R., Arita, S., & Tsiboe, F. (2025). Rising costs, falling prices: Regional disparities
deepen farm �nancial stress. ARPC Brief 2025-11, 1�7.

Arita, S., Kim, J., Lwin, W.Y., Steinbach, S., Wang, M., & Zhuang, X. (2025). Implications of
new US-China deal, soybean commitments, port fee suspension, and SE Asia deals. NDSU
Agricultural Trade Monitor 2025-11.

Arita, S., Kim, J., Lwin, W.Y., Steinbach, S., Wang, M., & Zhuang, X. (2025). China could
bypass US soybeans in 2025/26 and IEEPA tari�s raise input costs. NDSU Agricultural

Trade Monitor 2025-10.

Arita, S., Gammans, M., Kim, J., Lwin, W.Y., Steinbach, S., Wang, M., & Zhuang, X. (2025).
Supreme Court, food and input tari� relief, and market access opportunities through recent
trade deals. NDSU Agricultural Trade Monitor.

Arita, S., Kim, J., Lwin, W.Y., Steinbach, S., & Zhuang, X. (2025). Soybean basis hits record low
amid zero new-crop sales to China. NDSU Agricultural Trade Monitor, 1�33.

Arita, S., Kim, J., Lwin, W.Y., Steinbach, S., Wang, M., & Zhuang, X. (2025). IEEPA tari�
escalation: What it means for US food and ag-input imports. NDSU Agricultural Trade

Monitor.

Arita, S., Steinbach, S., Wang, M., & Zhuang, X. (2025). China's import declines re�ect broader
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demand weakness. NDSU Agricultural Trade Monitor.

Arita, S., Steinbach, S., & Zhuang, X. (2025). NDSU Agricultural Trade Monitor 2025-06.

Swanson, A., Arita, S., Cooper, J., & Meyer, S. (2024). Secondary impacts from rising used
cooking oil demand on crop-oil prices. farmdoc daily, 14(230).

Steinbach, S., Arita, S., Meyer, S., & Sydow, S. (2024). How California's new locomotive regulation
could impact Midwest agriculture. farmdoc daily, 14(121).

Arita, S., Breneman, V., Meyer, S., & Rippey, B. (2022). Low Mississippi River barge disruptions:
E�ects on grain barge movement, basis, and fertilizer prices. farmdoc daily, 12(164).

Adjemian, M., Arita, S., Breneman, V., Hungerford, A., & Johansson, R. (2019). Market reaction
to USDA's August corn crop reports. farmdoc daily, 9(186).

Hungerford, A., Arita, S., & Johansson, R. (2019). Examining USDA 2019 acreage and yield
estimates. farmdoc daily, 9(185).

Grant, J., & Arita, S. (2017). Sanitary and phytosanitary measures: Assessment, measurement,
and impact. IATRC Report.

Book Chapters

Arita, S.S., Gale, F., & Mao, X. (2017). Food safety and international trade: Regulatory chal-
lenges. In Food Safety in China: Science, Technology, Management and Regulation (pp.
439�451). John Wiley & Sons.

Arita, S., Grant, J., Sydow, S., & Beckman, J. (2023). Has global agricultural trade been resilient
under COVID-19? Findings from an econometric assessment of 2020. In P. Antràs & D.
Zilberman (Eds.), Risks in Agricultural Supply Chains (Chap. 10). University of Chicago
Press.

Grants & Cooperative Agreements

1. �Agricultural Policy Evaluation Framework for Risk Management and Market Disruptions,�
North Dakota State University, Agricultural Policy and Trade Research Institute, 2024�2026,
USDA Lead PI. $1,912,000

2. �Evaluating U.S.-China Agricultural Trade and Benchmarking the Future Competitiveness
of U.S. Agriculture,� Virginia Tech, 2024�2026, USDA Lead PI. $460,000

3. �GTAP Integrated Assessment Model (GTAP-IAM) with multi-cropping, improved land-
use speci�cation for national and global to local policy analyses, and Mainstreaming Biofuel
Data Base and Model Speci�cation,� Purdue University, GTAP Center, 2024�2026, USDA
Lead PI. $200,000

4. �Welfare Impacts of Changes in Food Assistance Bene�ts,� California Polytechnic State
University, 2024�2026, USDA Co-PI. $220,000

5. �Explaining the recent, rapid rise in livestock insurance participation,� 2024�2025, USDA
Lead PI. $115,000
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6. �Modelling Fertilizer Markets with Aglink Cosimo,� 2023�2024, USDA Co-PI. $75,000

7. �Biofuels and International Indirect Land Use Change: An Econometric Ex-Post Assessment
of the 2005 and 2007 US Ethanol Mandates,� Kansas State University, 2023�2025, USDA
Lead PI. $80,000

8. �Exploring Bilateral Trade Modeling Linkages and Agricultural Exports and Emission Foot-
prints from Future Agricultural Trade Scenarios,� Virginia Tech, 2023�2025, USDA Lead
PI. $333,333

9. �Economic Examination of Livestock Enteric Emissions,� Kansas State University, 2022�
2023, USDA Lead PI. $75,000

10. �Market and Trade Impacts of Russia's Invasion of Ukraine and Cross-Country Examination
of GHG Emission Footprints Embodied in Agricultural Production and Trade,� Virginia
Tech, 2022�2023, USDA Lead PI. $300,000

11. �Understanding Concentration and Coordination in Livestock/Poultry and Meat Supply
Systems, and Sustainability Across those Systems,� Oklahoma State University, 2021�2023,
USDA Co-PI. $250,000

12. �Cattle Market Transparency: Assessments & Identi�cation of Suggested Improvements,�
Kansas State University, 2021�2023, USDA Co-PI. $425,000

13. �The Role of Agricultural Trade and Spatial Correlation of Yield Shocks in Adaptation to a
Changing Climate,� Kansas State University, 2021�2022, USDA Lead PI. $100,000

14. �Competitive FTA Scenarios, `Natural' Trading Levels, and the Responsiveness of Trade to
Climate and Environmental Shocks,� 2021�2022, USDA Co-PI. $300,000

15. �Developing a Linked Global-Spatial Crop and Livestock Simulation Model and International
Trade Elasticity Estimation,� Virginia Tech, 2019�2020, USDA Co-PI. $475,000

16. �Ranking the Top US and Global Agri-Food Trade Shocks: A Panel-Data Econometric
Assessment,� Virginia Tech, 2018�2019, USDA Co-PI. $140,000

17. �Investigating The Economics Of Increasing Food Localization,� NIFA-AFRI Award. $345,272

Consulting

� Corn Re�ners Association: Economic Impact of Changing HFCS Demand on U.S. Corn
Prices and Cash Receipts

� Northarvest Bean Growers Association: Trade, Input Costs, and Net Revenue Snap-
shot for Dry Beans

� U.S. Soybean Export Council: Market Intelligence

� USA Pulses: Protecting U.S. Rural Pulse Processors: A Regional Economic and Risk
Management Analysis
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Invited Talks & Conference Participation (Since 2025)

� 3/2026: NAEGA Annual Meeting, Nashville � U.S. Agricultural Trade Outlook

� 3/2026: ASFMRA Webinar � Trade and Tari� Policy Impacts

� 3/2026: Soy Issues Forum, Washington DC (ASA Board) � Input Cost Challenges and
the Strait of Hormuz

� 2/2026: Commodity Classic, San Antonio (USSEC Board) � U.S. Soybean Export Op-
portunities

� 2/2026: Top Producer Summit, Nashville � Global Market Forces & The Farmer's Bottom
Line

� 12/2025: IATRC Conference, Washington DC � Discussant for Tari� Rate Pass-Through
Theme Day

� 11/2025: 2025 TFI Market & Logistics Conference, Charlotte � Invited Presentation on
U.S. Farm Income and Agricultural Trade

� 11/2025: US Agricultural Export Development Council Annual Workshop, Baltimore �
Invited Presentation on Impacts of Tari�s on U.S. Agriculture, Farm Income Challenges,
and Ad Hoc Government Support

� 11/2025: Farm Business Management Webinar � Invited Presentation on Tari�s and
Agricultural Trade

� 10/2025: Ag Credit Association � Invited Zoom Presentation on Fertilizer and High Input
Costs

� 10/2025: US-China Business Council Agricultural Roundtable, Washington DC � Invited
Talk on U.S. Farm Outlook

� 9/2025: Midwest Agriculture Conference 2025, Chicago Federal Reserve � Invited Talk on
Agriculture and Trade Policy Shifts

� 9/2025: Expana Agri-Food Americas, Chicago � Invited Panel on Agriculture and Trade
Policy Shifts

� 9/2025: Washington Ag Roundtable, Washington DC � Invited Talk on U.S. Farm Income
Outlook and Trade

� 9/2025: IFPRI Virtual Policy Seminar � Invited Presentation on �Fertilizers in a Shifting
Global Landscape�Trends, Trade, and Sustainability�

� 7/2025: AAEA Annual Meeting, Denver, Colorado � Moderator, �The U.S.-China Agri-
cultural Trade Relationship: Where Does It Go From Here?�

� 6/2025: Food and Agriculture Economic Summit, Omaha � Investment in Food Produc-
tion and Distribution

Media Coverage & Press

Selected media appearances and coverage of research in: New York Times, Bloomberg, National
Public Radio, AgriPulse, Politico, CATO Institute, FarmDoc Daily, Michigan Farm News, Ontario
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Farmer, Ag Day, Politifact, Investigate Midwest, Yahoo Finance, The Fence Post, AgDaily, The
Western Producer, Hagstrom Report, Reuters, MSNow, Red River Farm Network, MSN Money,
Deseret News Online, Profarmer, Ag Week, CNN, Chicago Tribune, WDay TV News

Professional Service

� Vice Chair, Joint Working Party of Agricultural and Trade, Organization for Economic
Co-operation and Development (OECD), 2020�2025

� Executive Board Member, International Agricultural Trade Research Consortium (IA-
TRC), 2019�2024

� Vice President, USDA Economist Group, 2022�2025

� Board Member, AAEA Grano Policy Fellowship, 2023�Present
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